
 

 

 

January 2026 Edition 

From the Home Pool 
 Our next dinner meeting will be on Wednesday, January 7, 2026. Social Hour 
and our featured fly tyer will begin at 5 pm & will be followed by dinner being served at 
6 pm. Dinner is available for $15, but not required to attend the meeting.  A short 
business meeting will follow dinner and then our speaker for the evening will have the 
floor.  The featured fly tyer this month is Ernie MacDonald who will be tying a black 
ghost.  Read on for further information about the speaker and his topic.   
 
Our monthly dinner meetings are held at the Penobscot County Conservation 
Association clubhouse at 570 N Main St in Brewer.  As always, the meetings are open 
to the public, so grab a friend and join us for a great meal, fellowship, speaker and some 
wicked good flyfishing stories. This month’s dinner will be smothered beef with a 
vegetable, salad, rolls, and dessert.  And, of course, coffee and tea will be available.  
 
 

 
 

The speaker for our 
January 7th meeting is 

Greg Burr  

 
After growing up in Northeast Harbor, Greg had a 
long career with the Maine Department of Inland 

Fisheries and Wildlife, mostly covering the Downeast 
region including the Grand Lakes.  In 2017 Greg 
received IF& W’s lifetime outdoor achievement 

award.  He retired in 2024 and currently has his own 
inland fisheries consulting business working for 

private landowners around New England. 
 

Greg recently released his first book: Wolf Runner 
  

 
 



 

 

-------------     -------------------     --------------- 
Election of Club Officers and Directors 

During December’s meeting we elected the Officers for the coming year and filled open 
Director seats.  Officers are elected for a two-year term, and Directors are elected for a 
three-year term.  Our Board Officers and Directors for 2026 are: 
   President:  Alden Brown  
   Vice Pres.:  Steve Mogul 
   Treasurer:  Don Corey 
   Secretary:  Ernie MacDonald 
   Directors:  Barb Goos  Tim White 

Dan Groshon “Mac” MacDonald 
     Bob Jardine 
     Paul Markson 
 
In other club business, the club’s bylaws have been reviewed and updated by Board of 
Director Vice President, Steve Mogul.  At the December meeting, the Board reviewed, 
discussed, and voted to accept the revisions, which will now be submitted to the 
general membership.  These revisions will be posted on the PFF website and are 
accessible to all members.  At the February general meeting, scheduled for February 
4, all members present will be asked to vote on accepting thses bylaw revision.  Thank 
you, Steve, for your time and insight in updating the By-Laws. 

-------------     -------------------     --------------- 
 

2025 Fly Tying Symposium held in December 
 

The Maine Fly Tying Symposium was held Sunday, 
December 14, at the PCCA clubhouse, 570 N. Main 
Street in Brewer.  Attendance was good with tyers from 
across Maine in attendance.  

 

  
 

 
 



 

 

More photos from the Maine Fly Tying Symposium 

    
 

Free Raffles at Club Meetings! 
Over time the club has received donations of various fishing and outdoors gear. 
Instead of trying to sell it, the Board has decided to raffle it off at future monthly 
meetings. Best of all, the raffles will be free. Everyone attending the general meeting 
will receive one ticket (no meal purchase required). Then, during the business portion 
of the meeting, we will draw the winning ticket/s. Prizes include rods, reels, fly tying 
materials, books, etc... So come early and often to enjoy good company, an interesting 
speaker, and maybe leave with a new piece of gear. 

 

Cabin Fever Reliever 
February 28 is the scheduled date of the 2026 Cabin Fever Reliever.  The CFR 
committee is looking for volunteers to help set up the day before and to help during the 
event.  Tim and Elizabeth White are currently securing exhibitors for the show.  There 
will be more speakers and exhibitors representing family outdoor activities and offering 
more hands-on activities.  Ernie MacDonald will be arranging speakers, so please 
contact Ernie if you have ideas for speakers.  A change this year is that the Club’s Board 
of Directors voted to waive all exhibitor table fees.  In exchange for not paying a fee, 
exhibitors are asked to donate an item or items of similar value to the silent auction.  At 
the December general meeting, Paul Markson will begin circulating a volunteer duty 
roster.    
 

The Club Library 
As was announced in the September newsletter, the club’s library of fishing and fly 
tying related books will be discontinued because there is a lack of interest in the books.  
Paul Markson has volunteered to dissolve the library of all materials.  Paul’s plan is 
this:  beginning in January, Paul will bring to the club meeting several totes of books 
and offer them for sale for $5/book.  What is left behind will be offered to various 
libraries and organizations as a donation. 
 



 

 

PFF Dues 2025-2026 
The membership year expires on May 31 each year.  Dues notice emails went out in 
May of 2025.  For those that have paid, thank you for your continued support.  If you 
haven’t, please consider doing so.  The dues are a tremendous help to support the club 
and our many activities.  Dues can be paid at the monthly dinner meetings, they can be 
paid online, and they can also be paid using Paypal via the club’s website.   
 
The club’s mailing address is:  Penobscot Fly Fishers, PO Box 651, Brewer, ME 04412 

 
 

PFF Swag 

Swagmeister Mac MacDonald reports that items ordered will be available for pickup at 
the meeting. Hats, fly boxes and some apparel will also be available at each general 
meeting. If you have any requests or ideas for club logo items, please share them with 
Mac. 
 

In the Bow Seat 
In the Bow Seat will become a regular feature in our newsletter. Each month we will feature one PFF member, 
answering the same eight questions related to fly fishing and the Penobscot Fly Fishers. If you would like to be 
a featured club member In the Bow Seat, please contact the Newsletter Editor at: 
 newsletter@penobscotflyfishers.com  

This Month’s  
Featured Member:  Leigh Ann Sheeley 
 

1. When did you begin fly fishing? 
I began fly fishing in the Spring of 2020 
 



 

 

2. How did you get started? 
I decided to learn the same way I learned to fish spin casting as a child. I 
used a fly rod without going back to spin casting – although I did go back 
once, but from then on I just kept casting with a fly rod. 
 

3. Do you have a favorite type of fly fishing (small streams, big rivers, trolling, cast-
ing for pike, etc...)? 
Big rivers with trees out of the way of my back cast.  Also, fishing ponds 
with dry flies; and I am trying to learn more about nymphs. 
 

4. Would you like to share one of your favorite fishing spots with the rest of the 
club? 
Sure!  Little Jim Pond, Lower Hadlock Pond, and Little Kennebego Lake.  
Also, Kennebego River & Carrabasset River below Kingfield. 

 
5. What is your favorite fly pattern? Why?? 

The one that fish are rising to that day 뇤눎눐눑눒눏 – probably  the stimulator, it 
seems to be a good attractor pattern. 

 
6. Where would you go to for a dream fishing trip? 

Livingston, Montana (There are cowboys there too) 
 

7. Why did you join the club? 
To learn more – there is so much to learn about fly fishing.  Also, to meet 
people and hopefully do some fishing trips with other fly fishers. 
 

8. How do you wish to be involved with the club and its numerous programs? 
I don’t know.  I enjoyed being a greeter at CFR.  I don’t tie flies – not really, 
but I’m sure there are things I could help with. 

 
******** 

 
 
 



 

 

 

False Casting with 
Quill Gordon 
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 All of the well-dressed men suddenly stood straight, turned towards the door, and in 
walked our VIP sport. None less than President Herbert Hoover. Roy immediately stood as well 
and motioned for me to do the same. The second well-dressed man we met outside, the friendly 
one who escorted us into the room, turned out to be President Hooverôs personal assistant Dick 
Grayson. He walked over to the President and led him over to where we stood. With a hearty 
smile, Mr. Grayson said ñMr. Hoover, I wish to introduce you to your fishing guides for the next 
two days, Mr. Steenrod and Mr. Gordon.ò Immediately President Hoover stuck out his hand and 
greeted us both warmly and sincerely. Roy and The President exchanged a few pleasantries first. 
Then he turned to me and said something about it being ñsuch a privilege to meet the son of 
Theodore Gordonò and that Roy had said many good things about me. By this time my head 
was spinning and I stumbled for something to say. All that came out was something awkward 
like ñThank you Mr. President Hooverò. At this, he smiled and replied back ñYoung man, the 
people have spoken and my days of being President of our fine nation are long over. Please, just 
Mr. Hoover is fine.ò  Note to readers today; this was 1935 and first names were just not bandied 
about as they are today. While referring to one another as Mr. This and Mrs.That may seem 
overly formal today, this was the social norm back in the day. Especially so in the case of a 
fifteen year-old boy addressing one many years his senior. 
 
 A little history before I continue. Herbert Hoover was our President when the stock 
market crashed in 1929 and the country slid into the Great Depression. Naturally, being the 
nationôs chief executive, he and his policies got all the blame. The fact or fiction of this can be 
debated endlessly. Herbert Hoover was soundly voted out of office in 1932, replaced by 
Franklin D. Roosevelt. What is not debatable is the fact that Mr. Hoover was both an avid and 
skilled fisher. Whether utilizing a plug-casting rod in Minnesota, an off-shore trolling rod at 
Key Largo, or a fine cane fly rod on Catskill streams, fishing was his favorite pastime after his 
family. If one cares to learn more about the man and how fishing affected his life, I recommend 
the book entitled ñ�+�R�R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���)�L�V�K�L�Q�J���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�´ by Hal Elliot Wert. 
 
 But, back to May of 1935. Following the a fore mentioned introductions, the four of us 
and one of the well-dressed men adjourned to a table to discuss the next two days of fishing. 


